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Education:

Graduate:  M.S. Biology (Marine Ecology), San Diego State University

Thesis: “Consequences of habitat disturbance and recovery to recruitment and the abundance of kelp forest fishes” 

Graduated: December, 2007
Undergraduate:  B.A. Environmental Studies and Biology, University of California, Santa Cruz. Graduated with College Honors: June, 2004
Skills:

Project Management-
· Coordination between multiple organizations and agencies to complete collaborative tasks

· Organize and manage meetings in a wide range of venue types

· Work independently or in a group with attention to detail

· Develop and administer budgets on many simultaneously running grant-funded projects

Wetland Assessment-
· Trained Riparian Rapid Assessment Method (RipRAM) and California Rapid Assessment Method (CRAM) Practitioner with extensive experience throughout ecoregions of California and Arizona on multiple wetland types (rivers, streams, episodic streams, depressions, vernal pools, perennial estuaries, bar-built estuaries)
· CRAM Trainer since 2007 for Riverine, Estuarine, Depressional, and Bar-built CRAM wetland types

· Assisted in the development of multiple CRAM wetland modules (streams, episodic streams, depressions, vernal pools, perennial estuaries, bar-built estuaries)
· Lead the development of the Riparian Rapid Assessment Method for California (RipRAM)
· Trained in multiple wetland assessment techniques (bioassessment, water quality, vegetation surveys using line-intercept, high-precision GPS mapping, fish seines)
Wetland Restoration-
· Managed multiple wetland restoration projects in the Monterey Bay area
· Focus on habitat enhancement, water quality improvement

· Work closely with local landowners, including farmers, to implement wetland BMPs on multiple properties

Group Membership:

National Wetlands Monitoring and Assessment Working Group, Washington DC

California Wetlands Monitoring Workgroup, Sacramento CA

Pacific Marine and Estuarine Fish Habitat Partnership (Science and Data Committee), Portland OR
Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project (Wetland Advisory Group), Oakland CA
Professional Experience:

Dec. 2007-Current:  Program Manager, Central Coast Wetlands Group, Moss Landing Marine Labs, Moss Landing, CA

Duties: Write, manage and implement grants and contracts to assist in the development and coordination of the State’s wetland monitoring and assessment program, develop wetland assessment tools (CRAM, RipRAM, etc.), assess and report on wetland condition at locations around state, write regional management plans (Integrated Regional Water Management, Stormwater, Climate Vulnerability), implement water quality improvement projects with local landowners, and to restore habitats including wetlands, dunes, streams and upland buffers.
Oct. 2006 - Dec. 2007:  Environmental Intern, City of San Diego Environmental Services Department, San Diego, CA 

Duties: administer and carry-out a grant of creek restoration work in Pacific Beach, CA (transient abatement, trash clean-up, design and placement of signs describing the habitat, non-native plant removal and revegetation), coordinate legislation analysis on bills pertinent to the department developed in Sacramento, compete a report on the history of waste disposal in the San Diego region since the time of European settlement, file and assist in analyzing of CEQA documents
Aug. 2006 - May 2007:  Teaching Associate, San Diego State University, San Diego, CA 

Duties:  teach introductory biology laboratory to non-biology undergraduate students (molecular, cellular, organismal, ecology, evolution) by creating and presenting MS PowerPoint presentations of the weekly topics, answering questions related to the lab topics and keeping organization in the classroom

 

June 2005 - Aug. 2007:  Research Assistant, San Diego State Foundation, San Diego, CA 

Duties: Funded by a grant from the NOAA’s Undersea Research Program (NURP), conduct an experiment on the effect of habitat disturbance on the density of juvenile and adult fishes in the kelp forest ecosystem, and to investigate size-dependant predation of recruit kelp bass in both the field and lab (includes fish and kelp identification surveys, general lab work, live specimen collection (both algae and fish), use of large fish aquaria, and small boat driving




Sept. 2003 - June 2005: Lab Technician, National Marine Fisheries Service Santa Cruz Lab, Santa Cruz, CA

Duties: juvenile rockfish aging (otolith technique), in charge of fish dissection for long range analysis of rockfish populations (otolith and gonad removal, data recording, etc.), assistant on monthly troll and long-line cruises for specimen collection, and conduct personal study on the recapture rate of tagged groundfish
Publications/Reports:
· Central Coast Wetlands Group (2020) Development of a Bar-built estuary monitoring system and resource management framework tool for California State Parks. Final Report to USEPA Region 9. Agreement No. CD-99T18101.
· Brophy, Greene, Hare, Holycross, Lanier, Heady, O’Connor, Imaki, Haddad, Dana (2019) Insights into estuary habitat loss in the western United States using a new method for mapping maximum extent of tidal wetlands. PLoS ONE 14(8): e0218558 
· Clark, R., and K. O’Connor (2019) A systematic survey of bar-built estuaries along the California coast. Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science. Estuarine, Coastal and Shelf Science. Vol. 226.
· Largier, J., K. O’Connor, and R. Clark (2018) Considerations for the Management of the Mouth State of California’s Bar-built Estuaries. Prepared for the National Marine Fisheries Service

· Central Coast Wetlands Group (2018) Assessment of Select Estuaries of Marin County. Final Report to the Bay Area Regional Water Quality Control Board.

· Central Coast Wetlands Group (2017) Development of New Tools to Assess Riparian Extent and Condition- A Central Coast Pilot Study. Final Report to USEPA Region 9. Agreement No. CD- 00T83101

· Central Coast Wetlands Group (2016) Assessment and Management Prioritization Regime for the Bar-built Estuaries of San Mateo County. Final Report to the USFWS Coastal Program.
· Heady, Clark, O'Connor, Clark, Endris, Ryan, Stoner-Duncan (2015) Assessing California's Bar-built Estuaries Using the California Rapid Assessment Method. Ecological Indicators. Vol. 58, pp.300-310
· Heady, O’Connor, Kassakian, Doiron, Endris, Hudgens, Clark, Carter, and Gleason (2014) An Inventory and Classification of U.S. West Coast Estuaries. The Nature Conservancy, Arlington, VA. 81pp 

· Langridge, Hartge, Clark, Arkema, Verutes, Prahler, Stoner-Duncan, Caldwell, Guerry, Ruckelshaus, Abeles, Coburn, & O’Connor (2014) Key lessons for incorporating natural infrastructure into regional climate adaptation planning. Ocean and Coastal Management. Vol. 95, pp. 189-197.

· Dayton, Kim, Jarrell, Oliver, Hammerstrom, Fisher, O'Connor, Barber, Robilliard, Barry, Thurber, Conlan (2013) Recruitment, Growth and Mortality of an Antarctic Hexactinellid Sponge, Anoxycalyx joubini, PLoS ONE. Vol. 8, Issue. 2.

· O’Connor and Clark (2013) Verification of the Depressional CRAM Wetland Module. Final Report to SFEI-ASC and California Natural Resources Agency. Agreement No. 0CA10043.

· O’Connor and Clark (2013) Standardization of the CRAM Update Process, Manuals and Training Materials through the L2 Committee of the California Wetlands Monitoring Workgroup. Final Report to USEPA Region 9. Agreement No. CD-00T54301.

· Solek, Sutula, Stein, Roberts, Clark, O'Connor, & Ritter (2012) Determining the Health of California's Coastal Salt Marshes Using Rapid Assessment. Wetland Policy and Science, March, pp. 8-28.

· Clark, O’Connor, Clark, Stoner-Duncan, Ryan (2013) Using New Methodologies to Assess Bar-built Estuaries along California’s Coastline. Final Report to USEPA Region 9. Agreement No. CD-00T20101.

· O’Connor, Clark, Clark (2011) Assessment of State Funded Wetland Restoration Projects in Region 3. Report to the SWRCB under agreement number 06-353-553-1

· O’Connor and Anderson (2010) Consequences of habitat disturbance to recruitment and the abundance of kelp forest fishes. J Exp. Mar. Bio. Ecol. 386:1-2 p.1-10

· Sutula, Collins, Clark, Roberts, Stein, Grosso, Wiskind, Solek, May, O'Connor, Fetscher, Grenier, Pearce, Robinson, Clark, Rey, Morrissette, Eicher, Pasquinelli, Ritter (2008) California's Wetland Demonstration Program Pilot - A final draft project report for review by the California Resources Agency.  Technical Report 572.  Southern California Coastal Water Research Project.  Costa Mesa, CA.
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